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January 25th Dinner Meeting
Location: Santa Rosa Veterans’ Memorial Building,1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa (across from the So. Co. Fairgrounds)

Our Speaker this month:

Santa Rosa Mayor

Chris Coursey
Chris Coursey, who was first elected to the Santa Rosa City Council in
2014, was chosen to lead the city as its Mayor at the Council’s December
meeting. He is known to many Santa Rosans from his years as a reporter
and columnist for The Press Democrat, where he wrote with passion and
compassion about the city he had moved to decades ago. He left the
newspaper in 2007 to work for SMART as the Community Relations Manager and was instrumental
in the passage of the 2008 legislation for the SMART rail agency. Mayor Coursey has been asked to
speak to the membership about the issues and concerns that will be facing the city in 2017 and,
perhaps, to give us a bit of his vision and priorities as he leads our
MENU
city forward in a year that promises to be challenging.
Program Schedule:
5:45 pm — Mix & Mingle, no-host bar
6:30 pm — Club Business Meeting (see pg. 2 for info.)
7:00 pm — Dinner*
7:30 pm — Program— Always Free to Everyone!
*Dinner rates (Payable at the door, cash or check ):
2017 Membership Dues are now due! If you are renewing at the January Meeting, PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHECKS MADE OUT IN
ADVANCE (payable to “SRDC”) to help speed up the check-in line.
You must join or renew to get the member price for dinner.
Membership dues: $20 Individuals; $30 Families
Dinner for Members: $15.00
(includes Members of all Sonoma County Democratic Clubs)
Dinner for Non-members: $20.00
PLEASE NOTE NEW DEADLINE FOR RSVP!:
NO LATER THAN TUES., 1/24, 10:00 AM
Online: http://democlub.org/rsvp or Phone: 707-583-2350

Appetizers:
Bruschetta
Main Course:
Green Salad
Chicken & Vegetable Alfredo
(Vegetarian Option:
Alfredo minus the chicken)
Garlic Bread

Dessert:
Spumoni, Gelato

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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January:

Join the Santa Rosa
Democratic Club Today!

Business Meeting...

A

t our January business meeting there will be a number of
announcements and brief presentations on the agenda,
which will include the following items:
* Surveys: We are asking everyone to please print out the
survey that you will find on page 4 in this issue of the
newsletter; fill it out and bring it to the meeting. Sandy will
talk briefly about the survey and answer any questions
members may have.
* Vote to support “It Won’t Happen Here” Declaration:
The Executive Board received several requests from
members of the Club, Executive Board members, and from
allies and others outside our club. The Executive Board
reviewed the Declaration and voted unanimously to support
the Declaration and to bring it to the membership for
consideration and endorsement. The Declaration is printed in
this newsletter on page 6. There will be a brief presentation,
including a limited Q&A period. Please come prepared to vote
on this Declaration.

The Board would like to extend a very special thank
you to Jean Erbland for her generous donation of a
very special reserve wine for our January dinner.

 Individuals — $20 year
 Families — $30 year
 Renewal
 New Member(s)

 Mail this form with your check to:
SRDC, P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City:______________________, CA Zip:_________
Phone: ________________ Cell: ________________
Email: _______________________________________
 Yes! I would like to be added to your newsletter
email list. [You will receive 2 to 3 emails per month and we
do not EVER share your contact information with anyone!]

SRDC Leadership and Club Information
The Santa Rosa Democratic Club Executive Board meets the1st Tuesday of every month, 6-8 pm, at the Sonoma County
Conservation Action offices, 540 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404.

Members are always welcome at Executive Board meetings and are encouraged to attend!
General Membership dinner meetings are held on the 4th Wednesdays of January, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, and October, and on the 2nd Wednesday of December. There are no general membership meetings in February and
November, however, the Executive Board meets every month.
Contact us:
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 Phone: 707-583-2350
Website: http://democlub.org
Email: info@democlub.org RSVP for dinner: http://democlub.org/rsvp
For questions about the newsletter or to submit items, send emails to: BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
You may leave messages for any member of the leadership team at the club’s email address or phone number listed above.
They will be forwarded to the appropriate person.

2017-2018 Officers:

At-Large Alternates;

Sandy Reynolds, President
Alix Shor, 1st Vice President, Programs
Diane Brooks, 2nd Vice President, Membership
Bonnie Petty, Communications Vice President
Mary Fiumara, Treasurer
Jim Neary, Secretary

Eileen Bill
Janet Reynolds

Members-At-Large

Kitchen:

Mark Franaszek, Webmaster
Laura Tighe
Terry Bell
Nanci Hoban

Volunteers:
Don Edgar, Bar server
Gregg Jann, Bar Change
John Johnson, Hobbyist Event Photographer
Andrea Stilwell, Chef
(Andrea’s Husband and Son assist with serving)

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SCDP Holds Community Organizing Open House

O

n Saturday, January 7th, 2017, the Sonoma County Democratic Party held their
Community Organizing Open House at the Finley Center on College Ave in Santa Rosa. Democrats
from
across the
county
packed the
Live
Oak
Room,
with a
purpose: to
put the
mourning
aside, take
a deep
breath, and figure out—together—
how to move forward in the face
of the challenges that the new
Administration in Washington
can bring.

sion groups to work on the
questions of where people
felt the Democratic Party
should focus its efforts, how
the party could help people
be more involved in the political process, and, most
importantly, what were people willing to commit to doing themselves to halt, beat back and
regain any lost ground
as the Republican majority in Washington
attempts to undo the
rights & protections
that likely will come
under fire.

As people
shared
ideas
and
The first half of the meeting focused on practipromises to be
cal how-tips for meeting, addressing and worka part
of the
ing with elected officials at each level of govsolution,
ernment. Congressman Mike Thompson, Santa
perhaps
a bit of
Rosa City Council member Julie Combs and
the grey
fog
representatives from Congressman Jared Huffthat we had all been living under for weeks, liftman’s office and State Senator Mike McGuire’s
ed just enough to allow
office each spoke about the chalus to look once again at
lenges we will be facing under the
“Stay afraid but do it anyway. What’s
the future without quite
new administration, but they
important is the action. You don’t have
so much dismay.
each emphasized the great need
to wait to be confident. Just do it and

for every one of us to be involved, eventually the confidence will come.”
As editor of SRDC’s
be innewsletter, I am making a
—Carrie Fisher
formed
renewed commitment to
and to
ensure that the newsstay engaged in the poletter—and our club—become the “go-to” place
litical process.
when Democrats want to know what’s going on
with the party and exactly how and where they
In the second half of the
can go to stay informed, involved and winning
event, attendees broke
the fights for progressive ideas and ideals.
out into small discusSRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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2017 SRDC Priorities Survey
Name____________________________________ Contact Info ____________________

2017 Goal Setting and SRDC Member Survey -- Questionnaire
1. What would you like to see our club focus on, including goals for our club for 2017?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2. What kinds of programs would you like to see presented at the monthly meetings? We
have 10 per year. Please give specific suggestions: speakers, local or county issues, etc.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
3. How are you willing to participate? Check or circle all that apply:
_____a. Interview candidates for endorsement by So. Co. Democratic Central Committee
_____b. Work with the Central Committee to (co)host/sponsor educational forums on
ballot-related topics for this year
_____c. Work on committee(s):
_____Communication: social media, post to online calendars, articles
_____Political Action: phone bank, precinct walking, rallies
_____Membership outreach: phone calling, inviting others, posting flyers
_____d. Attend Santa Rosa City Council, Board of Supervisors meeting(s)
_____e. Table at the Wednesday Night Market (May – mid August)
_____f. Table at the Sonoma County Fair (July)
_____g. Consider filling a vacancy on the Finance Committee or Executive Board
_____h. Provide a ride to a member who wants to attend but doesn’t drive anymore
_____i. Do you have areas of interest and/or expertise you are willing to offer?
Please list:__________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
4. Shall the SRDC use the fund raising (e.g. silent auction) for Scholarships, Crab Feed
Table purchase, admission to the Fair for Tablers

Yes_______ No ________

5. Other thoughts or suggestions for our club, our meetings? Use backside, too, please.
_____________________________________________________________________________
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SRDC Club News

W

ith the trauma of the 2016 election behind us and the busy holiday season in full swing, our December meeting offered attendees a chance to relax a bit, drink some
wine and have a chat with friends, neighbors and a number of our elected officials
who stopped by to wish everyone well.
Once again
we had the
pleasure of
Douglas
Cross’ soothing
guitar in the
background, while we
dined on
Chef Andrea’s delicious tri
-tip dinner
with all the
trimmings. If you
haven’t been
to an
SRDC meeting
lately, you don’t know what you’re missing!
As we look to the challenges we face in the year ahead, SRDC’s Executive Board is already
gearing up to meet those challenges: standing up & showing up whenever and wherever we
can. And the next best place to show up is the Sonoma County Democratic Party’s annual
Crab Feed on Feb. 24th! Buy a
ticket! Donate to our auction basCrab Feed Baskets NOW!!!
kets! Join us at the sponsorship taSRDC needs donations now for our baskets. Wine, of course,
ble...Love to see you there!
is a staple but other items for these themes are also important.

YOU CAN SPONSOR A BASKET,
By finishing it yourself or donating all the items needed.

There are time constraints so please donate
NOW!!!

SRDC Members!
Would you like to join other members at a special RESERVED table
at the Crab Feed? If you are interested in being a part of the large,
sponsored table, please contact
SRDC President,
Sandy Reynolds at
sreynolds48@yahoo.com

Grandma’s Babysitting Basket
Lavender Basket
Wedding Basket
Birthday (Child and Adult) Baskets
Picnic Basket
Cooking Basket
Italian Cuisine Basket
Designated Driver Basket (coffee, non-alcoholic beers,
sparkling juices, chocolate, mugs!)
Health and Fitness Basket
If you received a basket for the holidays that isn’t your style,
re-gift it to us!!
Call Nanci Hoban 805-231-2749 with donations!!!!!
THANK YOU

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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“It Won’t Happen Here” Declaration
IT WON'T HAPPEN HERE DECLARATION
DECEMBER 2016
WHEREAS, to safeguard the equal and inalienable rights and inherent dignity of all people that is the
foundation of the relationship between a government and the people;
AND whereas, we recognize that the rights and dignity of all people are under threat;
WE, the undersigned organizations, call upon all Sonoma County governing authorities and law enforcement agencies to pledge in writing to protect all of the County's community members;
FURTHERMORE, we call upon these authorities and agencies to proclaim publicly that they will refuse to cooperate with any demands from the federal government to institute detentions, deportations,
registries, conversion therapies, imprisonment or any other acts that target or discriminate based on
immigration status, race, ethnicity, religion, country of origin, ability, political affiliation, economic
status, age, gender-identity or sexual orientation;
FURTHERMORE, we, the undersigned organizations, in obedience to our consciences, pledge to protect all community members and will support our local governments as they move to resist these undemocratic and un-American practices in order to reaffirm their commitment to inclusivity, respect
and dignity.

SIGNED
100 Thousand Poets for Change Sonoma
County
Advocates for Social Justice of the U/U
Santa Rosa
Andy Lopez Memorial Picket Line
Arlene Francis Center for Spirit, Art and
Politics, The
Black Student Union SRJC
Bohemian Grove Action Network
Code Pink North Bay
Comité Vida
Community Action Coalition
Farms Not Arms
Food Empowerment Project
Green Party of Sonoma County
Hate-Free Petaluma
Homeless Action!
Interfaith Council of Sonoma County
Interfaith Ministerial Association, Santa
Rosa

KBBF-fm
La Luz
Latino Democratic Club
Media Freedom Foundation/Project Censored
MVPilates Personal Training
NAACP, Santa Rosa-Sonoma County
National Women's History Project
North Bay Jewish Voice for Peace
North Bay Organizing Project
North Coast Coalition for Palestine
N.O.W. Sonoma County
Occupy Sonoma County
Peace & Justice Center of Sonoma County
Peaceroots Alliance
Permaculture Artisans
Permaculture Skills Center LLC, The
Petaluma Progressives
Police Brutality Coalition

Praxis Peace Institute
Raizes Collective
Redwood Forest Friends Meeting
Santa Rosa Sanctuary Now!
Sebastopol Tomorrow
SEIU 304
Sonoma County Latino Democratic Club
Sonoma State University Faculty Association
Sonoma Valley Peace and Justice
Story Scapes Publishing
Transition Sonoma Valley
Unitarian/Universalist of Petaluma Board
of Trustees, The
Veterans For Peace #71
Water is Life
Wine and Water Watch
Women’s History Project
Word Temple
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Workers’ Rights Hearing for Court Workers

L

et’s say you have been involved in a court case that has finally come
before the Sonoma County Superior Court. But 30 minutes past the
time court was to begin, the entire courtroom is still waiting (your attorney’s fees are multiplying) because the court reporter is still in another
courtroom. When that trial is over, she will have to pack up her gear and
race to your courtroom and set up her gear again.
“Oftentimes I am scheduled in multiple courtrooms in a day and packing up my gear and driving over
to another courthouse is considered my break,” says Court Reporter Becki Peterson.
It was only one example of the serious deterioration of the working conditions and the subsequent
erosion of public access to the legal system at the Sonoma County Superior Court, as related by the workers
themselves. On Saturday, January 14th, the North Bay Workers’ Rights Board (WRB) convened a hearing on
the working conditions
of those court workers, which
they requested as a result of the administrators’
failure to respond to
their multiple requests for redress.
At the hearing,
tales of mismanaged
puter systems, a securisystem that left credit
posed and too many
and retaliation against
attention to the workplace problems.

the WRB heard horrendous
public funds for failed comty breach in the traffic court’s
card and personal data exstories of abusive behavior
workers who tried to bring

Superior Court workers have been without a contract since September and in recent days the negotiations have come to impasse. Represented by SEIU Local 1021, the court workers finally reached their limit,
when management failed to return to the negotiation table, the workers went on strike. Court administrators
claim budget constraints prevent them from offering better wage and benefits, but they apparently saw no
budget constraints when offering management 16% raises. And still management has made no attempt to address the extreme staff shortages and worsening work conditions in every department.
The Workers’ Rights Board will follow up with further investigations into the working conditions
and complaints against the court’s administration. The WRB panel made efforts prior to the hearing to meet
with the administration and the judges; they were also offered the opportunity to appear at the hearing to
make a statement. The offers were declined but they may submit a written response for inclusion in the
WRB’s deliberations. Once the final investigations are complete, the WRB will compile their findings and
issue a full, written report that will be made available to the public. Stayed tuned for further details and possible ways you can help the Superior Court workers. And look for the full
version of this article in the February issue of the Sonoma County Gazette.
[Communications Vice President, Bonnie Petty is a member of the WRB and
served on the panel that heard the court workers’ complaints. The WRB is a project
of North Bay Jobs with Justice and offers a public forum where workers can bring
complaints against employers for violating their human rights in the workplace.
The WRB consists of leaders from labor, faith, and community organizations from
the North Bay. ]
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Executive Board & Treasurer ’s Reports
TREASURER’S REPORT:

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT:
From President Sandy Reynolds

From Treasurer Mary Fiumara

Board Activities

December 2016 Report:
th

At the December 14 meeting, the membership
elected officers for the next two year term. All
remained in their same positions except the
following new officers:
Alix Shor: 1st Vice President, Programs
Nanci Hoban: Member-at-Large
Eileen Bill: Member-at-Large Alternate
(formerly 1st Vice President, Programs)
Janet Reynolds: Member-at-Large Alternate
This new team is already participating in
many meetings and events as well as working
with the Sonoma County Democratic Party,
rallying people into action in the Era of Trump.
We will keep you, the membership, informed
about local activities and ways to participate in
the days to come. There will be ample
opportunities beyond our club for you to
become more involved.
We can be extremely grateful that we live in
Sonoma County, California and that our local,
state and national leaders will continue to
support and fight for us on all levels. We must
do our part, as well, in supporting them and
taking a stand
whenever and
wherever we are
needed. That is our
job as citizens and
we Democrats can
be counted on to do
what is needed to
protect our values
and all those who
are less fortunate.

There were 95 people in Attendance, not counting
Andrea and her 3-man crew. It was great to see so
many new people and new members. We had quite a
few membership renewals. Please remember to pay
your Dues for 2017. If you are paying by check
make it out to "SRDC" and have it completely filled
out in advance to help speed up the check-in process. We expect a lot of members to be paying their
dues at the door this month, so help speed the process along. Paying with exact cash also helps.
Income:
There were a total of 80 paid dinners.
79 paid $15.00
$1185.00
1 paid $20.00
$20.00
Total Paid Dinners
$1205.00
Membership Dues
(25 Indiv., 8 Family) (8 New):
$740.00
Bar
$284.00
Silent Auction
$108.00
50/50 Raffle
$94.00
Total Income/Deposit
$2,431.00
Expenses:
Dinner Expenses
Rent
Bar Expense
Office Supplies (Stamps, paper)
Entertainment
Total Expenses

$895.13
$798.50
$120.18
$83.91
$75.00
$1,972.72

Total Income for December
Total Expenses for December
Profit

$2,431.00
$1,972.72
+$458.28

Balance as of 12/31/16

$7,313.08

(Our ending balance on 12/31/15 was $4,919.38,
that is a $2,393.70 increase)

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Mark Your Calendar
Saturday, Jan 21, Noon—1 pm – Sonoma County Stands Together with Women: Join with

Sunday, Jan 29, Noon—5 pm— Community
Engagement Fair: An afternoon exhibition of organiza-

marches and rallies in cities across the country, throughout California and the Bay Area in support of women,
women’s rights and the rights of any and all who are under threat.
Location: Santa Rosa City Hall, 100 1st St, Santa Rosa

tions and community groups from across the North Bay
looking for volunteers and activists. This event is a grassroots, non-partisan, collective effort aimed at civic engagement.
Location: Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 1340 Bennett Valley Rd, Santa Rosa
For more information, go to the facebook page:
Community Engagement Fair

Tuesday, Jan 24, 5 pm (or after)— Santa Rosa
City Council’s Public Hearing on Budget Priorities: Opportunity for public to offer input on the budget
priorities & City Council goals for the coming fiscal year
(2017-2018). Written comments can be made by mail to:
City Hall, Attention: City Clerk, 100 Santa Rosa Ave,
Room 10, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 or online:
www.srcity.org/budgetcomments Written comments
must be received by noon on 1/24 to be submitted to
Council members for the meeting.
Location: SR Council Chambers, 100 1st St. SR

Thursday, Jan 26, 7 pm— Windsor/North So.
Co. Democratic Club: “Taking Action in the Time of
Trump” Location: Windsor Round Table Pizza, 8499 Old
Redwood Hwy, Windsor
Contact: Rick Massell, rickm@sonic.net

Thurs, Feb 2, 6:30—8 pm— Senator Mike
McGuire’s “Winter Wow 2017”
Location: Luther Burbank Ctr, 50 Mark West Sprgs Rd, SR
Tickets: $25
Contact: Karlene at Karlene@SenatorMikeMcGuire.com
or (707) 838-3279

Fri, Feb. 24th – 29th Annual SCDP Crab Feed
Keynote Speaker: Tom Steyer
5:30 pm -- Reception
7 pm – Dinner
Tickets: $50 (sponsorships available)
Location: Santa Rosa Veterans’ Memorial Bldg,
For info & tickets: SonomaDemocrats.org

Sonoma County Democratic Clubs
Sonoma County Democratic Central Meets 2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM at CTA office,
2490 Guerneville Rd, Santa Rosa
Committee

Bleys Rose, Chair, 707-575-3029 scdp@sonic.net

Meets 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30 PM at Mentor
Me Cavanagh Recreation Center (New location!) 426 – 8th St, Petaluma

Therese Horsting, Chair, 707-795-3579
raventh9@gmail.com

Meets: contact club for information

David Dearden & Arthur Shostak, co-chairs,
707-539-2658 davidsdearden@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Wednesdays, 5:30 PM at KBBF
radio, 1700 Corby Ave, Santa Rosa

Caroline Banuelos, President, 707-328-3240
sonomacountylatinodemocrats@gmail.com

Sonoma Valley Democratic Club

Meets 4th Mondays, 6:30 PM at Seven Flags
Clubhouse, 300 International Blvd., Sonoma

Beth Hadley, President, 707-939-8322
bethh@sonic.net

Windsor Democratic Club

Meets 4th Thursdays, 7:00 PM at Windsor
Round Table Pizza, 8499 Old Redwood Hwy,
Windsor

Rick Massell, President, 707-696-9364
rickm@sonic.net

Democratic Club of Southern
Sonoma County
Oakmont Democratic Club
Sonoma County Latino
Democratic Club

Wine Country Young
Democrats

Meets: 3rd Mondays, 6:00 PM Location varies, Mary Watts, President, 610-761-5837
contact club for information.
winecountryyoungdemocrats@gmail.com
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Don’t Forget to RSVP Today!
for our January 25th Dinner Meeting

NO LATER THAN TUES., 1/24, 10:00 AM
Please note NEW earlier RSVP deadline!
Online: http://democlub.org/rsvp
or Phone: 707-583-2350

Advertise in the Donkey Tale!
Members of SRDC have the opportunity to advertise
their business in the Donkey Tale. All ads must be camera-ready art, business card size (3.5”x 2”).

Rates:
1 month: $20
5 months: $70

3 months: $45
10 months: $120

The newsletter is published 10 months a year (excludes February & November) and is emailed to 500 people in our county.

If you are interested, please contact
Bonnie Petty, Donkey Tale editor, at:
BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
Please note: the Santa Rosa Democratic Club does not in any
way vouch for the services offered. Consumer awareness is the
personal responsibility of each person.

A Special Day has been set aside for SRDC...

...To visit with Liz Basile

M

atriarch of the Santa Rosa Democratic Club

To all of you who have known our beloved Elizabeth “Liz” Basile
through the years and through her participation in many different
groups, she has moved into Hospice care. She enjoys calls
and/or short visits. Her family has arranged for the
groups she was involved in to have a special day—a dropin “Celebration of Life” event at her home. The date for
those who knew her through the Santa Rosa Democratic
Club is:

Saturday, January 28th, 11 am to 4 pm
Her home address: 1843 Bancroft Dr,
Santa Rosa, 95401
Call her at: (707) 542-2035
Stop by and tell her what she has
meant to you.
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.

