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December 13th Holiday Dinner Meeting
Location: Santa Rosa Veterans’ Memorial Building,1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa (across from the So. Co. Fairgrounds)

Our Program this month:

Year-end Celebration and Dinner
with SRDC’s Elected Officials
As has become our year-end tradition, we have invited our Elected Officials who represent
Santa Rosa to share this special evening with us. We do not yet know how
Don’t forget your
many of them will be able to attend, but we are again hosting an informal
donations of…
“open mic” forum—a brief opportunity for them to address our
Books
membership during our usual program hour. Join us as we bring to a close
Toys
another year, celebrating our successes and enjoying the companionship
Coats
of our brothers and sisters as we face the challenges of the year ahead.
See page 4 for more
details.

With Special Musical Guest: Douglas Cross

Program Schedule:
5:45 pm — Mix & Mingle, no-host bar
6:30 pm — Club Business Meeting (See pg. 2 for info.)
7:00 pm — Dinner* Special December price: $15 for everyone
7:30 pm — Program— Always Free!
*Dinner rates (Payable at the door, cash or check ):

Menu
Appetizers:
Crudités

Main Course:
Tri-tip Roast

PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHECKS MADE OUT IN
ADVANCE (payable to “SRDC”) to help speed up the check-in line.

This is a good time to join or renew your membership:
$20 per person per year; $30 for families

SPECIAL DEC. DINNER PRICE FOR EVERYONE: $15
Free to all First Responders & anyone who has lost their home
PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR RSVP!:
NO LATER THAN TUES., 12/12, 10:00 AM
Online: http://democlub.org/rsvp or Phone: 707-583-2350

[Vegetarian Option: Lasagna]
Potato Bar
Glazed Carrots
Green Salad
Rolls & Butter

Dessert:
Assorted Pies & Cake

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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December 2017:

Join the Santa Rosa
Democratic Club Today!

Business Meeting...

T

hough our December meeting is a
holiday celebration, there will be a
business portion, as usual, to attend to
important club matters. Our agenda includes:

 Individuals — $20 year
 Families — $30 year
 Renewal

Announcements and upcoming events.
Executive Board Vacancy: SRDC Treasurer, Mary
Fiumara, is resigning from her Board position. An
overview of the position and its requirements were
presented last month; members will be asked to vote on
this position at the meeting. (See page 3 for more info.)
Kerry Fugett will give details on Sonoma County
Conservation Action’s upcoming Holiday Celebration
and their Post-fire Watershed Protection campaign. (See
page 4 for more info.)

Dinner Meeting Dates for 2018:
Jan 24, Mar 28, Apr 25, May 23, June 27,
July 25, Aug 22, Sept 26, Oct 24, Dec 12

 New Member(s)

 Mail this form with your check to:
SRDC, P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City:______________________, CA Zip:_________
Phone: ________________ Cell: ________________
Email: _______________________________________
 Yes! I would like to be added to your newsletter
email list. [You will receive 2 to 3 emails per month and we
do not EVER share your contact information with anyone!]

SRDC Leadership and Club Information
The Santa Rosa Democratic Club Executive Board meets the1st Thursday of every month, 6-8 pm,
Location: Sonoma County Conservation Action office: 540 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa

Members are always welcome at Executive Board meetings and are encouraged to attend!
General Membership dinner meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of January, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, and October; and on the 2nd Wednesday of December. There are no general
membership meetings in February and November, however, the Executive Board meets every month.
Contact us:
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 Phone: 707-583-2350
Website: http://democlub.org
Email: info@democlub.org RSVP for dinner: http://democlub.org/rsvp
For questions about the newsletter or to submit items, send emails to: BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
You may leave messages for any member of the leadership team at the club’s email address or phone number listed above.
They will be forwarded to the appropriate person.

2017-2018 Officers:
Sandy Reynolds, President
Alix Shor, 1st Vice President, Programs
Diane Brooks, 2nd Vice President, Membership
Bonnie Petty, Communications Vice President
Mary Fiumara, Treasurer—through December 2017
Jim Neary, Secretary

Members-At-Large
Terry Bell
Nanci Hoban
Eileen Bill
Janet Reynolds

At-Large Alternates;
Lupe Hernandez
Jann Edwards

Our Intrepid Meeting Volunteers:
Jean Erbland, Sam Krahn, & Mary Stuart, Bar Servers
Gregg Jann, Bar Change
Deb Olcott, Set-up/Clean-up Assistance
John Johnson, Hobbyist Event Photographer

Kitchen:
Andrea Stilwell, Chef
(Andrea’s Husband and Son assist with serving)

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SRDC Club News

R

ecap on Recent Meetings
Way back in September, when we thought the biggest disaster we were facing was located thousands of
miles away in the White House, we had the pleasure of
CA State Senator Mike McGuire’s visit to our club. It’s
almost impossible to
remember that
McGuire’s message,
delivered in that hienergy way of his,
was so upbeat about
what was happening
and where things were
going in our state. He said that “all eyes were on us [CA]
because we were leading the way” in so many sectors,
including job growth, and he refutes the statement that
business is leaving the state and going to Texas. And we
are a leader in climate change policy, with the strongest
climate protections in America. He talked about schools
and help for rural communities and stronger worker benefits, like mandatory sick leave, and so many other things
that promised better days ahead. But there’s so much
more to do. And he encouraged us to keep up the resistance because it was needed and it was working.
And then the fires.
Which caused our October meeting to be cancelled.
The board called a special meeting and decided we needed to do something special to bring us all together.
So, while we did manage to do a little bit of business,
as you can read in other places in this newsletter, such as
electing delegates and donating to the Undocufund, it was
an evening of sharing stories and catching up with each
other since the fires.
We are extremely grateful to So. Co. Supervisor
Susan Gorin, Santa Rosa City Councilmember Chris
Rogers, and Santa Rosa Vice Mayor Jack Tibbetts for
honoring us at this very special
meeting. All three of them shared
stories from the fires, helped explain how things happened, and
generally expressed gratitude themselves for the outpouring from the
community. It was especially moving to hear from Susan Gorin who
lost her own home in the fires while
she was out of the area. When she
had a bit of a teary moment, the whole room of over 100
attendees was right there with her.
We would also like to acknowledge Debbie Dean who
made all those great Sonoma County Strong buttons! It
was a wonderful addition to the evening.

E

lection of SRDC Delegates
The governing rules of the
Sonoma County Democratic Party
allow for all the chartered clubs in
the county to elect delegates to participate in the party’s candidate Pre
-endorsement Conference, to be
held on January 27, 2018.
At our November special meeting, SRDC members unanimously elected delegates representing two CA Assembly Districts: 5 delegates, and 2
alternates for Assembly District 2; and 3 delegates and 2
alternates for Assembly District 10.
Assembly District 2:
Delegates (5): Micheline Justman, Diane McCurdy,
Clio Tarazi, Tony Negri, Roger White
Alternates (2): Deb Olcott, Peter Van Gelder
Assembly District 10:
Delegates (3): George Ferris, Linda Graves,
Ginger Kelly
Alternates (2): Ken Fox, Linda Russell



E

xecutive Board Treasurer
This month we will be electing a new Treasurer for
the Santa Rosa Democratic Club. The position opening
was announced at our membership meeting and you have
received notice of it in our newsletter. One person, Janice
Kay, has submitted her name for this position. Janice is a
retired CPA, with a degree in Accounting and Business
Administration. She worked for the County of Sonoma
for over 12 years as an Account Manager for Adult and
Aging Division of Human Services. Prior to that, she
worked for a decade at Memorial Hospital for Patient Financial Services.
The board has met with Janice, as has
our treasurer, Mary Fiumara; we are confident Janice has the qualifications and
experience that this position needs. This
is not a position which can easily be
nominated from the floor of our membership without prior vetting. Therefore,
given the number of opportunities to respond to this position and the qualifications required...the board is endorsing Janice Kay for your consideration. You will be voting
on this candidate at our meeting on December 13th.

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SRDC Club News

R

emember: bring your DONATIONS to the meeting!

CHILDREN’S BOOKS:
Wine Country Young Democrats are collecting books
for children ages 0-5 years old to help SRCH continue
providing this resource for families:
The Vista campus of Santa Rosa Community Health had fire,
smoke, head, and water damage to their structure. This not only
harmed the integrity of the building, but also destroyed all the
children's books from the Reach Out and Read program that are
given to each child under the ages of 0-5 to promote reading
with their families. Vista services 24,000 patients, who are now
being redistributed to the other sites and other Sonoma County
clinics.

TOYS: WCYD is also collecting new, unwrapped toys.
COATS: Susan Mullins and her Keller-Williams Real
Estate agency cohorts are collecting coats, both new and
gently used.
Susan and the WCYD will collect the donations at the end of
the evening. Thanks, in advance, for your generosity!


us on facebook!
J oin
After a few challenges, we now have someone who has

committed to keeping our facebook page updated on a regular basis! Clio Tarazi has generously volunteered to take
on this important social media task to help us keep our
online presence as active as our club is! Thanks, Clio!


CCA’s Post Fire Watershed Protection & Remediation Project

S

From fire retardant, heavy metals and
toxic ash to organic byproducts and exposed sediment, increasing rains leave our
watershed at risk of contamination via the
617 streams in fire-affected areas.
In response, public agencies have created the Watershed
Taskforce. What is needed now is coordination of distribution, monitoring, maintaining and removing Best Management Practices (BMPs), such as wattles, around high-risk
burn zones. Roles include BMP training, volunteer coordination and ensuring documentation is clear.
The Watershed Protection Program fills the essential
need to navigate mass coordination across agencies and
grassroots efforts in order to protect our watershed and
soils from contamination and long term harm. Please help
by donating to this work!
Note: Kerry Fugett, Exec. Dir. Of SCCA will make a brief
presentation on this during the business portion of our December meeting. She will bring us details on how we can help with
this campaign. SCCA’s website is: conservationaction.org

(continued)

U

ndocufund Clinics now Open
At our special November meeting, Mara Ventura,
Lead Organizer for NBJwJ, spoke about Undocufund and
we voted to donate $500 to the fund. We encourage those
who can, to donate and support the work.
Launched by North Bay Jobs with Justice (NBJwJ),
Graton Day Labor Center, and North Bay Organizing Project (NBOP), the UndocuFund for Fire Relief in Sonoma County provides direct assistance to undocumented
victims of the Northern California fires. The Fund’s mission is to support undocumented children, families, and
communities affected by the fires in Sonoma County to
recover and rebuild. One hundred percent of all donations
will go to victim support.
Application Clinics have begun. For more info: undocufund.org . See the clinic schedule on the next page.



I

n Memoriam…

It is with great sadness that we
announce the sudden passing of
dear friend to Democrats in Sonoma
County, Helen O’Donnell. The loss of
her energy and commitment will be deeply felt.
From Eric C. Bauman, CA Dem. Party Chair:
“California Democrats lost a dear friend and a true Blue
heroine as Helen O’Donnell of Sonoma passed away this week.
Helen was a pillar of our Democratic movement in Sonoma and
Chair of the county’s fundraising committee. A longtime organizer of the Sonoma County Democratic Party’s one-of-a-kind
crab feeds, she was honored at the 2017 event with the Roberta
Hollowell Award. Through her leadership and the countless
hours she committed to electing Democrats, raising money for
Blue candidates, mentoring young leaders, and serving as a
state party delegate, Helen has left an enduring mark on our
Party and the Golden State.
“In her professional life with the California Teachers Association, Helen empowered teachers to strengthen their vital profession for the benefit of California’s students and our future.
“Helen’s passing is a shock and a significant loss for our
community of Democrats and the Sonoma family she loved
dearly. We send our deep condolences and support to Helen’s
mother, sister and family.
“As we mourn the loss of our friend and colleague, California Democrats will honor Helen by working even harder to
achieve her vision for our Blue state.”

From Assemblymember Marc Levine:
“Helen O’Donnell was the heart and soul of the Sonoma
County Democratic Party. She gave of her heart, her time, and
her intellect. Helen was a quintessential community organizer
and I was honored to have her as my representative to the central committee. Her loss is heartbreaking and she will be deeply
missed.”
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Upcoming Events
Friday, December 8th, 5:30 –7:30 pm – “CA Labor History & Resistance in the Time of Trump”
A presentation and book talk/signing with Author, Educator, & Activist Fred Glass
Location: Operating Engineers Building, 6225 State Farm Dr, Rohnert Park
FREE and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.
Fred Glass is the former Communications Director for the California Federation of Teachers and
author of the new book From Mission to Microchip: A History of the California Labor Movement
(University of California Press, 2016). He is also instructor of Labor and Community Studies at City
College of San Francisco.
Copies of Fred Glass’ book available for purchase at the event. Mr. Glass will be available to sign
copies.
Co-sponsored by: North Bay Jobs with Justice, North Bay Labor Council, and City College of San
Francisco Labor and Community Studies Department.
For more info: Contact Mara Ventura, northbayjwj@gmail.com 707-293-2863
RSVP for this FREE event
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ca-labor-history-resistance-in-the-time-of-trump-tickets-40040869318


Saturday, December 9th, 2:00 pm & Sunday, December 10th, 6:00 pm – A Vocal Conspiracy Holiday
For Members of the Santa Rosa Democratic Club: Come see Michael Haran, Mara Bathiany,
Shirley Bennett, Janet Reynolds, & Bill Trzeciak in a delightful and sometimes zany
presentation of holiday stories, verse and prose.
Tickets: $10
Location: 6th Street Playhouse - Studio Theater, 52 W. 6th Street, Santa Rosa (in Railroad Square)
More info: http://www.6thstreetplayhouse.com/201718-season/specialevents/vocal-conspiracy-holiday/
Email: SRJCreaders@gmail.com


Monday, December 11th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm – Sonoma Valley Democratic Club’s
Annual Holiday Party
Location: Sonoma Springs Community Hall, 18627 Hwy 12
There will be live music, drinks provided by the Club, and good company!
More info: Beth Hadley, President, 707-939-8322 bethh@sonic.net


Monday, December 18th, 5:30 - 8:00 pm– Sonoma County Conservation Action’s
Annual Holiday Party
Location: 540 Pacific Ave., Santa Rosa
Come enjoy a delicious potluck provided by our Board Members, warm company among SCCA
Members and love from our community.
More info: conservationaction.org (707) 571-8566



Mark your calendars…

Undocufund Clinics:

Saturday, January 20th 12 pm
Assistance for any family with at least one undocumented
Women’s March - Sonoma Valley
member who suffered losses due to the October fires.
Location: Sonoma Plaza, Sonoma
Sat, Dec. 9th, 10 am - 3 pm; SRJC Bertolini Ctr.
Friday, March 2nd
Sat, Dec. 16th, 10 am - 1 pm; Roseland Village Ctr
So. Co. Democratic Party’s Annual Crab Feed
Sun. Dec. 17th, 12 pm - 3 pm; Roseland Village Ctr
It’s time to start collecting items for our silent auction baskets.
For more info, contact Nanci Hoban nfhoban@gmail.com
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Executive Board & Treasurer ’s Reports
TREASURER’S REPORT:

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT:
On October 3rd, when the world was still
normal, SRDC Executive Board held its monthly
meeting and board members reported on the many
activities and events they participated in during the
previous month. Several board members attended
the Sheriff’s candidate forum in September, and
others reported attending other club meetings, such
as Oakmont’s Climate Change meeting. Janet
reported on the So. Co. party’s high school voter
registration project, making presentations at high
schools across the county, using curriculum created
by Pat Sabo, to inform students about the history of
our voting rights, with many students filling out
their voter registration cards. Other events that board
members attended included town halls with elected
officials such as Congressmen Mike Thompson and
Jared Huffman.
We also managed our regular business: we have
purchased a new projector, which should now allow
us to present video presentations and we approved
the purchase of a canopy to use at tabling events.
We also accepted the resignation of Board Treasurer
Mary Fiumara, with deep regrets but also deeply felt
well wishes for her future.
But then the fires came and everything changed.
Like everyone, the board members have had experiences that run the gamut: from losing everything to
spending their days, and their dollars, helping the
victims of the fires. Several of us attended the very
moving “Day of Remembrance” at SRJC and the
meetings and town halls that have taken place since
then, where elected officials and people from
community and government agencies (and from
across the globe!) have spoken to the enormity of
what we have faced, the courage with which we
faced it, and strength with which we will rebuild it.
As Democrats, building strong,
resilient communities is what we are
all about and we will have much to
contribute to our community as we
rise from the ashes, stronger together.

Our deepest gratitude to all 1st Responders!
And our heartfelt sympathy for those who
experienced losses from the fires.

From Treasurer Mary Fiumara

November 2017 Report:
Due to the firestorm, our usual October dinner meeting was cancelled. At our special November meeting, there were approximately 105 attendees and
there were 6 new memberships in November.
Income:
There were a total of 87 paid dinners.
85 paid $10.00
1 paid $15.00
1 paid $20.00
Total Paid Dinners
Bar
Membership Dues (6 New)
50/50 Raffle
Fee paid by Member (Check fee)
Total Income/Deposit

$850.00
$15.00
$20.00
$885.00
$360.00
$90.00
$66.00
$15.00
$1,461.00

Expenses:
Dinner Expenses (incl. Labor)
$1089.16
Undocufund Donation
$500.00
Office Supplies (Stamps, projector)
$480.72
Rent (storage) & SCCA
$445.00
Bar Expenses
$91.40
Total Expenses
$2,606.28
Total Income for November
Total Expenses for November
Loss

$1,461.00
$2,606.28
-$1,145.28

Balance as of 11/30/17:
Checking

$8,383.30

Savings (Scholarship Fund)
Interest Earned
Savings Total

Total SRDC Monies

$1,065.76
.04
$1,065.80

$9,449.10

Note: November 2016 balance was $6,854.80
($2,594.30 difference)

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Chess Financial Planning, LLC

Wishes you a Safe and Happy Summer
medicare@chessfinancialplanning.com
Securities and advisory services offered through Independent
Financial Group, LLC (IFG), a registered broker-dealer and
investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Chess Financial Planning LLC and IFG are unaffiliated entities.

Whatever traditions you may
celebrate throughout the winter
months, may the days be filled with
joy, peace, and the love of those
you hold most dear.

Purchase your Rally Signs and
T-shirts at our club meetings!
Rally Signs: $3 each
T-shirts: $15 each
(Womens’ & Mens’ styles available)

Advertise in the Donkey Tale!
Members of SRDC may advertise in the Donkey Tale. All ads
must be camera-ready art, business card size (3.5”x 2”).

Rates:
1 month: $20
5 months: $70

3 months: $45
10 months: $120

If you are interested, please contact Bonnie Petty, editor,
at: BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
Please note: the Santa Rosa Democratic Club does not in
any way vouch for the services offered. Consumer awareness is the personal responsibility of each person.
Payment in advance is required and must be received no
later than the 10th day of the first month ad is to start
running.
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Sonoma County Democratic Clubs
Meets 2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM
CTA office,
2490 Guerneville Rd, Santa Rosa

Laurie Gallian, Chair,
707-575-3029
scdp@sonic.net

Cloverdale Democratic Club

Meets 1st Sundays, 2-4 PM
1st Floor Community Room
100 Healdsburg Ave, Cloverdale

Reece Foxen, President,
reece@sonic.net

Democratic Club of Southern
Sonoma County

Meets 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30 PM
Mentor Me Cavanagh Recreation
Ctr 426 – 8th St, Petaluma

Sonoma County
Democratic Party

facebook

Oakmont Democratic Club

Santa Rosa Democratic Club
Website: democlub.org
facebook

Sonoma County Latino
Democratic Club
facebook

Therese Horsting, Chair,
707-795-3579
raventh9@gmail.com

Meets: 3rd Thursdays,
Oakmont West Recreation Ctr,
470 Meadowridge Dr, Santa Rosa
Contact club for more details

Molly Fleischman, President,
707-755– 3722
mollyfleischman@gmail.com

Meets 4th Wednesdays
Doors open at 5:45 PM
Santa Rosa Vets Memorial Bldg.
1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa

Sandy Reynolds, President,
707-583-2350
info@democlub.org

Caroline Banuelos, President,
Meets 4th Thursdays, 5:30 PM
707-328-3240
KBBF radio,
sonomacountylatinodemo1700 Corby Ave, Ste B, Santa Rosa
crats@gmail.com

Sonoma Valley Democratic Club Meets 4th Mondays, 6:00 PM
Sonoma Springs Community Hall,
facebook
18627 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma

Beth Hadley, President,
707-939-8322
bethh@sonic.net

Windsor/North Sonoma County
Meets 4th Thursdays, 7:00 PM
Democratic Club
Windsor Round Table Pizza,
Website: windsordemocrats.org
8499 Old Redwood Hwy, Windsor

Rick Massell, President,
707-838-7107
rickm@sonic.net

facebook

Wine Country Young
Democrats

Meets 2nd Mondays, 6:00 PM
Website: winecountryyoungdems.com Contact club for information.
facebook

SRJC Democratic Club

Mary Watts, President,
818-284-7322
winecountryyoungdemocrats@gmail.com

Meets Wednesdays, Noon
Mark Malouf, President,
Room 4643 Ctr for Student Leader953-7181
ship, Bertolini Hall, Santa Rosa
markwmalouf@gmail.com
Campus
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