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April 25th Dinner Meeting
Location: Santa Rosa Veterans’ Memorial Building,1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa (across from the So. Co. Fairgrounds)

Our Speaker this month:

Sonoma County 4th District Supervisor

James Gore
James Gore, the current Chair of the Board, is a passionate public servant and
Sonoma County native. Born in Healdsburg and raised throughout the 4th District,
James is 6th generation Californian whose passions drive towards building a vibrant
and resilient future for his community, his neighbors, and his family.
Prior to his election to Supervisor, he served as the Assistant Chief of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Natural Resources Conservation Service, a Presidential Appointment position where
he led nationwide conservation efforts at the intersection of agriculture, business, and the environment. His
efforts to expand services in persistent poverty areas with underserved communities took him across the
country and into some of the most disadvantaged areas of the U.S., including the Colonias along the Mexican
Border, the Mississippi Delta region in the deep south, and tribal reservations from Alaska to Florida.
Whether at the local, regional and statewide level, James Gore leads campaigns to build healthy
communities, environments, and economies. We look forward to hearing his update on the issues before the
Board of Supervisors as well the issues that Supervisor Gore is particularly working on.
Program Schedule:
5:45 pm — Mix & Mingle, no-host bar
6:30 pm — Club Business Meeting (See pg. 2 for info.)
7:00 pm — Dinner*
7:30 pm — Program— Always Free!
*Dinner rates (Payable at the door, cash or check ):
PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHECKS MADE OUT IN ADVANCE
(payable to “SRDC”) to help speed up the check-in line.
2018 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW DUE!
You must join or renew to get the member price for dinner.

Membership dues: $20 Individuals; $30 Families
Dinner for Members: $15.00
(includes Members of all Sonoma County Democratic Clubs)
Dinner for Non-members: $20.00
PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR RSVP!:
NO LATER THAN TUES., 4/24, 10:00 AM

Online: http://democlub.org/rsvp or Phone: 707-583-2350

Menu
Appetizers:
Caprese Skewers

Main Course:
Rotisserie Chicken

Baked Potatoes
Oven-Roasted Green Beans
[Vegetarian: Pasta Primavera]
Green Salad
Rolls & Butter

Dessert:
Baked Apples & Ice Cream

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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April 2018:

Join the Santa Rosa
Democratic Club Today!

Business Meeting...

T

he April Business Meeting agenda will include the
following:

Reminder: 2018 Dues are now Due!
 Individuals — $20 year

General Announcements

 Families — $30 year

Maureen Middlebrook will be making a presentation
on Regional Measure 3 (RM3), which will be on the
June 5th ballot. This measure, which was authorized by
the State Legislature, would establish a region-wide
traffic relief plan, which would include improvements to
Hwy 37, Hwy 101 at the Narrows, and extend SMART
to Windsor and Healdsburg, among others.
Members: The Sonoma County Democratic Party has
voted to endorse RM3. Our club could choose to
endorse, as well, so we will bring this to a vote at the
meeting following the presentation.

Remaining Meeting Dates for 2018:
May 23, June 27, July 25,
Aug 22, Sept 26, Oct 24, Dec 12

 Renewal
 New Member(s)

 Mail this form with your check to:
SRDC, P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City:______________________, CA Zip:_________
Phone: ________________ Cell: ________________
Email: _______________________________________
 Yes! I would like to be added to your newsletter
email list. [You will receive 2 to 3 emails per month and we
do not EVER share your contact information with anyone!]

SRDC Leadership and Club Information
The Santa Rosa Democratic Club Executive Board meets the1st Thursday of every month, 6-8 pm,
Location: Sonoma County Conservation Action office: 540 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa

Members are always welcome at Executive Board meetings and are encouraged to attend!
General Membership dinner meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of January, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, and October; and on the 2nd Wednesday of December. There are no general
membership meetings in February and November, however, the Executive Board meets every month.
Contact us: Mailing Address: P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 Phone: 707-583-2350 Email: info@democlub.org
Website: http://democlub.org
RSVP for dinner: http://democlub.org/rsvp Facebook: facebook.com/SRDemClub/
For questions about the newsletter or to submit items, send emails to: BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
You may leave messages for any member of the leadership team at the club’s email address or phone number listed above.
They will be forwarded to the appropriate person.

2017-2018 Officers:
Sandy Reynolds, President
Alix Shor, 1st Vice President, Programs
Diane Brooks, 2nd Vice President, Membership
Bonnie Petty, Communications Vice President
Janice Kay, Treasurer
Jim Neary, Secretary

Members-At-Large
Terry Bell
Nanci Hoban
Eileen Bill
Janet Reynolds

At-Large Alternates;
Lupe Hernandez
Jann Edwards

Our Intrepid Meeting Volunteers:
Jean Erbland, Sam Krahn, & Mary Stuart, Bar Servers
Gregg Jann, Bar Change
Deb Olcott, Set-up/Clean-up Assistance
John Johnson, Hobbyist Event Photographer

Kitchen:
Andrea Stilwell, Chef
(Andrea’s Husband and Son assist with serving)

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SRDC Club News

M

arch Meeting

It’s pretty clear
that there is enormous interest in the election for Sonoma County
Sheriff, because in spite of
the fact that there are dozens of candidates forums
being held across the county for these three candiJohn Mutz
dates, there is always a full
crowd in attendance, to
hear what they have to say. Our meeting
was no different, with over 120 dinner
reservations, plus another dozen or more
attendees who came only for the candi- Mark Essick
date forum.
The evening started with a brief overview of the
District Election process, presented by Mayor Chris Coursey
during our Business meeting.
[The City Council has since
adopted a final map of 7 districts
and set the election sequence.]
The main program was a lively
event, with candidates Ernesto
Mayor Coursey
Olivares and Mark Essick frequently trading barbs with each other, while John
Mutz preferred to refrain from the personal attacks.
It was clear that each candidate had experiences that
would qualify them for the job, but the real differences stood out in the overall attitude and direction
for the future of the Sheriff’s Office. Questions had
been previously solicited from the membership via
email and they were collected, sorted and consolidated before being presented by Program Vice President, Alix Shor.
It is unfortunate that the Sonoma County Party
has chosen to NOT endorse any of the sheriffs candidates, leaving our club unable to
also endorse. However, as individuals, we can all certainly help
out with any candidate we
choose to support. For the first
time in over 2 decades, we have
a choice for sheriff!

E

ndorsements

The Sonoma County Democratic Party Central Committee met
on Tuesday, April 10th, and voted on
the following endorsements:

Ernetsto
Olivares

James Gore for 4th District Supervisor
Jill Ravitch for District Attorney
Yes on Measure RM3
No endorsement for the Office of
Sheriff

More interviews for other offices will
be held and decisions will be made on endorsements
at the May meeting.

V

olunteers Needed for Tabling

Our club needs volunteers to help table at
upcoming events, particularly the Wednesday
Night Market, which begins in May and concludes in August. In May we need volunteers for May 2nd, 16th and
30th. If you are interested please contact Sandy Reynolds
at sreynolds48@yahoo.com

S

pecial Request: Letters in Support of
SB897 for Wildfire Victims

Far too many of our friends and neighbors who lost
their homes in the October fires have been subsequently
further traumatized by their insurance companies. SB897
attempts to address some of the issues facing them. Pat
Sabo, representative from Senator Mike McGuire’s office
asks the following:


Please read the fact sheet on this legislation
(page 4), which is being proposed by our own
North Bay legislators, Senators Mike McGuire
and Bill Dodd.



Please use the Sample Letter of Support (page
5) as a guide to sign and send via email as soon
as possible to:
Pat Sabo at PAT.SABO@SEN.CA.GOV
The committee will be meeting on
April 25th so your letters of support must be in Pat’s office PRIOR to this meeting.
Pass this on! Tell your friends!

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Fact Sheet on SB 897
SB 897— Residential Property Insurance: Wildfires
Senator McGuire and Dodd
SUMMARY
The North Bay Firestorm was the most destructive and deadly in modern American history. The level of destruction was unprecedented with over 6,000 homes completely destroyed and 44 neighbors tragically lost their lives. California residents have
never witnessed a fire season like the one that hit our state in 2017. A total of 30,000 structures were destroyed or damaged
totaling $12 billion.
Losing a home is one of the worst life experiences a person can live through. The loss takes a significant emotional toll on a
family. The massive amount of paperwork and unrelenting details that insurance companies require residents to go through for
recouping their losses puts an unreasonable burden and hardship on disaster-stricken victims.
SB 897 would create standards to expedite residential insurance claims after a Governor-declared disaster and allows survivors
to start rebuilding their lives and homes. California is facing a new reality when it comes to wildland fire disasters. An expedited road to recovery is essential to the well-being of our state, residents and local economies.
PROBLEM
California residential insurance policies require homeowners and renters to prepare an exhaustive inventory of damaged property showing in detail the quantity, description, age, replacement costs, and amount of loss. They must also provide proof of
these costs by attaching bills, receipts, and other related documents.
This is often an impossible task requiring proof of hundreds or thousands of items that have been with families for decades, if
not generations.
Also, due to the extreme circumstances and lack of traditional housing after a major disaster, unique situations arise that are
not covered specifically under Additional Living Expenses (ALE), such as vacation rental homes such as utilizing Airbnb,
short-term rentals, RV’s, and housing for pets.
While it can take years for someone to rebuild their home, the pressure of dealing with life’s demands is an immediate concern
for disaster victims. They must deal with everything from finding a new place to live, to purchasing food, and keep up with
their jobs, bills and other living expenses within hours of losing their home.
SOLUTION
SB 897 creates a fair and reasonable compromise for homeowners and renters. For homes considered a total loss and located
in a Governor-declared disaster area, SB 897 would:
• Require insurance companies to make an immediate advance payment of at least 25% of an insured’s content policy limit
and four months of their housing and living expenses (ALE) without submitting a cumbersome itemization list.
• Require insurers to offer victims no less than 80% of their contents policy limits without the expense itemization requirement.
• Allow insureds, if they choose to report their inventory, to group items and use their own forms rather than use a company’s
forms.
• Grant a 30-day grace period on policy premiums immediately following a Governor-declared disaster.
For all new home insurance policies, SB 897 would require insurance companies to disclose exactly what is covered under
Additional Living Expenses (ALE).
The legislation would also give the option for insured residents to collect monthly ALE equal to the amount their home would
have rented for, in furnished condition, instead of having to itemize all of their monthly personal expenses.
Enacting these procedures into law and making them automatic and mandatory after a declared disaster will provide fairness
and peace of mind to disaster survivors.
CONTACT: Jamal Wilson, Jamal.Wilson@sen.ca.gov (916) 651 4002
SUPPORT: California Department of Insurance; City of Berkely; County of Sonoma; National Association of Consumer Advocates; Rural County Representatives of California; United Policyholders
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Sample Support Letter

(Please edit & email to Pat Sabo by 4/24)

[Date]
The Honorable Senator Mike McGuire
California State Capitol, Room 5061
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Senate Bill 897 (McGuire, Dodd) – SUPPORT
Dear Senator McGuire,
I am writing in support of SB 897. California is facing a new reality when it comes to wildland fire disasters.
An expedited road to recovery is essential to the well-being of our state, residents and local economies. This
bill creates fair and reasonable compromise for homeowners and renters.
The North Bay Firestorm was the most destructive and deadly in modern American history. The level of destruction was unprecedented with over 6,000 homes completely destroyed and 44 neighbors tragically lost
their lives. California residents have never witnessed a fire season like the one that hit our state in 2017. A total of 30,000 structures were destroyed or damaged totaling $12 billion.
Losing a home is one of the worst life experiences a person can live through. The loss takes a significant emotional toll on a family. The massive amount of paperwork and unrelenting details that insurance companies
require residents to go through for recouping their losses puts an unreasonable burden and hardship on disaster
-stricken victims.
While it can take years for someone to rebuild their home, the pressure of dealing with life’s demands
is an immediate concern for disaster victims. They must deal with everything from finding a new place to
live, to purchasing food, and keep up with their jobs, bills and other living expenses within hours of losing their home.
[Insert a description of SB 897’s personal importance to you]
SB 897 would create standards to expedite residential insurance claims after a Governor-declared disaster and allows survivors to start rebuilding their lives and homes. In order to provide fairness and peace of
mind to disaster survivors, I am in strong support of SB 897.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
[SIGNATURE]
[Full Name]
[Street Number, Street Name]
[City, State, Zip Code]
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Upcoming Events for April & May
Thursday, April 19th, 6:30 pm – Oakmont Democratic Club Meeting
Program: Candidates Forum with So. Co. Sheriff Candidates: John Mutz, Mark Essick, Ernesto Olivares.
Location: Oakmont East Recreation Center, 7902 Oakmont Dr, Oakmont (Santa Rosa)
Contact: President Molly Fleischman 707.755.3722 molly@ffrsf.com


Thursday, April 19th, 6:00 – 7:00 pm - League of Women Voters’ Candidates’ Night:
3 Candidates for Clerk-Recorder-Assessor-Registrar of Voters
Deva Marie Proto, Ray Leonard, and Rod Marusic will meet in a candidates’ night. Event is FREE and questions from audience will be welcome.
Location: Santa Rosa City Council Chambers, 100 Santa Rosa Ave, Santa Rosa
Contact: lwvsonoma.org 546-5943


Saturday, April 21st, Noon – 4:00 pm – Earth Day OnStage Celebration
Earth Day OnStage at Courthouse Square is an outdoor showcase of Santa Rosa’s performing arts scene and
other activities at the Earth Day Festival in Courthouse Square. FREE.
Location: Courthouse Square, Santa Rosa
For More Info: https://www.srcity.org/calendar.aspx?CID=31


Sunday, April 22nd, 11:30 am – 2:00 pm – Earth Day Festival in
Sonoma
Family Activities, Butterfly Habitat, Taiko Drummers, and more!
Over 25 exhibitors.
Tickets: $7 Adults, $5 youth
Location: First Congregational Church, 252 W. Spain St, Sonoma
For More Info: SonomaUCC.org


Monday, April 23rd, 6:00 pm – Sonoma Valley Democratic Club Meeting
Prior to the evening’s presentation, there will be a potluck dinner and social time, and a brief business meeting.
Please bring a potluck dish to share. Everyone is welcome at no charge.
Location: Sonoma Springs Community Hall, 18627 Hwy 12, Boyes Hot Springs
More Information: email Beth at bethh@sonic.net Also more info at: northbayjobswithjustice.org


Thursday, April 26th, 7-9 pm - Windsor/North Sonoma County Democratic Club
Location: Windsor Round Table Pizza, 8499 Old Redwood Hwy, Windsor
Contact: Rick Massell, President, 707-838-7107 rickm@sonic.net

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Upcoming Events for April & May
Saturday, April 28th, 3:00 – 5:00 pm – Citywide Meeting of Neighborhood & Block
Organizers in Santa Rosa
Join us to get to know each other, share ideas, and find ways to support and strengthen our neighborhood communities. District-based elections: What will they mean for our neighborhoods and blocks? Explore the new
Santa Rosa districts and what they mean for our neighborhoods and blocks, meet neighbors from your district,
and identify and map your district neighborhoods.
How healthy is your neighborhood or block? What does a healthy neighborhood or block look like? Explore
the strengths, resources, needs, and emergency preparedness of your neighborhood or block; help create a
neighborhood checklist. Sponsored by a group of neighborhood and block organizers and Santa Rosa Together. English and Spanish Speakers Welcome!! Translation Available
Locations: Centro Cristiano Evangelístico, 1589 Hampton Way, Santa Rosa


Tuesday, May 1st, 2 pm – International Workers’ Day Walkout, March & Rally
“Workers’ Struggle has No Borders” is the theme of this year’s march in honor of International Workers’ Day.
Many organizations working on issues that impact working people will be represented.
2 pm: Gather at Roseland Village Center; 2:30-3:30: rally and music; 3:30: Aztec Dancers will lead march;
4:30: march arrives at Hyatt Vineyard Creek to rally with hotel workers who are negating for better working
conditions; march continues to SR City Hall for final rally
Location: Starts at Roseland Village, Sebastopol Rd, Santa Rosa, rally at Hyatt on 3rd St, end at city hall
For more information: facebook.com/May1stCoalitionSC


Tuesday, May 1st, 6:00 – 8:00 pm – 8th Annual Huffman Hootenanny
Kick up your heels with Congressman Jared Huffman at the 8th Annual Huffman
Hootenanny. This fundraiser sells out early so get your tickets now.
Tickets: $40 purchase tickets online HERE
Location: Lagunitas Brewing Co. Beer Garden,
1280 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA
More Info: Call Elizabeth Howland at (707) 364-4567 or
email: campaign@jaredhuffman.com


Wednesday, May 2nd, 7 pm – “A Day’s Work” a film about day laborers
Panel discussion including local day laborers and others will follow the showing of the film.
Free and open to the public.
Location: Rialto Cinemas, Sebastopol


Saturday, May 6th, 9 am - noon – So. Co. Jail Industries Plant Sale
100% of revenue from the plants sales fund the nursery vocational education program operated by the
Sonoma County Sheriff's Office in partnership with the Sonoma County Office of Education. All plants are
grown and nurtured by inmates. No pesticides or fertilizers are used. Bring your own wheel barrow or wagon to transport your plants.
Location: 2254 Ordinance Road @ Airport Boulevard
For a list of plants for sale/more info: http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Services/Plant-Sale/
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Executive Board & Treasurer ’s Reports
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT:
The SRDC Executive Board is gearing up for this
year’s exciting election cycle, doing all we can to
support candidates and issues that align with our
Democratic values. Of course, we’ve all been
attending the various candidates’ nights, with the
highest interest by far in the sheriff’s seat.
Board members have been joined by several of our
members at the newly formed CARA (CA Assoc. of
Retired Americans) which now meets monthly at the
Glaser Center (see the events page for info). This
organization works on issues of importance to seniors,
such as Social Security and Medicare, and is currently
collecting signatures on a ballot initiative to close the
loophole that lets businesses get away with not paying
their fair share of property taxes.
Probably the biggest issue that Board members have
been focused on has been the District Election process
at the City of Santa Rosa. It has been a long and very
complicated process, but finally, on Tues, April 17th,
the City Council adopted a new district map and a set
the sequencing for elections (3 of the district seats will
be elected in 2018; 4 in 2020). Details can be found on
the city’s website: srcity.org
Volunteer Coordinator, David Cahill, reported on
the work that he has been doing with the Central
Committee and the new canvassing training module,
which they have been using all around the Bay Area,
with really positive feedback. The trainings are
preparing trainers and others to do the canvassing,
voter registration and tabling that we will be doing
during the 2018 elections. And even though David
now has nearly 200 volunteers listed in his database,
we still need YOU! Let us know how you can help.
We still have a few members who have not yet
renewed their membership. Please note that at the
April meeting, we will be charging the non-member
rate for dinner of $20 for anyone who has not renewed
their annual dues.
Finally, be sure to read about the letter writing
effort on SB897 from Senator Mike
McGuire’s office on pages 4 and 5, with a
sample letter on page 6 that you can use to
craft your own letter. These need to be
sent to Pat Sabo before the hearing date on
April 25th. Happy Spring, Everyone!

TREASURER’S REPORT:
From Treasurer Janice Kay
March 2018 Report:
Balances as of 2/28/18:
Checking
Savings (Scholarship Fund)
Total SRDC Monies

$7,981.41
$1,065.94
$9,047.35

Income:
Dinners
1,400.00
Bar
392.00
Membership Dues
550.00
50/50 Raffle
68.00
T-shirt sales
30.00
Return of funds from Crab Feed Baskets 86.10
Donation to Scholarship Fund
40.00
Interest on Savings Account
.05
Total Income
2,566.15

Expenses:
Dinner Expense
Bar Expense
Rent (Vets & SCCA office)
Office Expense
Crab Feed Basket Expense
Total Expenses

778.34
298.31
455.00
60.00
127.17
1,718.82

Total Income for March
2,566.15
Total Expenses for March
1,718.82
Net Profit/Loss (incl. savings interest) +847.33
Balances as of 3/31/18:
Checking
Savings (Scholarship Fund)
Total SRDC Monies

$8,788.69
$1,105.99
$9,894.68
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Advertise in the
Donkey Tale!
Members of SRDC may advertise in the
Donkey Tale. All ads must be cameraready art, business card size (3.5”x 2”).
Rates:
A Big Blue Wave is sweeping the
nation!
Catch it! Get involved!
Help elect Democrats in 2018!

1 month: $20
5 months: $70

3 months: $45
10 months: $120

If you are interested, please contact
Bonnie Petty, editor, at:
BonnieLPetty@gmail.com
Please note: the Santa Rosa Democratic

Purchase your Rally Signs and
T-shirts at our club meetings!
Rally Signs: $3 each
T-shirts: $15 each
(Womens’ & Mens’ styles available)

Club does not in any way vouch for the services offered. Consumer awareness is the
personal responsibility of each person.
Payment in advance is required and must
be received no later than the 10th day of the
first month ad is to start running.

SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Sonoma County Democratic Clubs
Meets 2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM
CTA office,
2490 Guerneville Rd, Santa Rosa

Laurie Gallian, Chair,
707-575-3029
scdp@sonic.net

Cloverdale Democratic Club

Meets 1st Sundays, 2-4 PM
1st Floor Community Room
100 Healdsburg Ave, Cloverdale

Reece Foxen, President,
reece@sonic.net

Democratic Club of Southern
Sonoma County

Meets 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30 PM
Mentor Me Cavanagh Recreation
Ctr 426 – 8th St, Petaluma

Sonoma County
Democratic Party

facebook

Oakmont Democratic Club

Santa Rosa Democratic Club
Website: democlub.org
facebook

Sonoma County Latino
Democratic Club
facebook

Therese Horsting / Michele Larkey,
Co-Chairs 707-664-1687
southsocodems@gmail.com

Meets: 3rd Thursdays,
Oakmont West Recreation Ctr,
470 Meadowridge Dr, Santa Rosa
Contact club for more details

Molly Fleischman, President,
707-755– 3722
mollyfleischman@gmail.com

Meets 4th Wednesdays
Doors open at 5:45 PM
Santa Rosa Vets Memorial Bldg.
1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa

Sandy Reynolds, President,
707-583-2350
info@democlub.org

Caroline Banuelos, President,
Meets 4th Thursdays, 5:30 PM
(707) 228-8961
KBBF radio,
sonomacountylatinodemo1700 Corby Ave, Ste B, Santa Rosa
crats@gmail.com

Sonoma Valley Democratic Club Meets 4th Mondays, 6:00 PM
Sonoma Springs Community Hall,
facebook
18627 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma

Beth Hadley, President,
707-939-8322
bethh@sonic.net

Windsor/North Sonoma County
Meets 4th Thursdays, 7:00 PM
Democratic Club
Windsor Round Table Pizza,
Website: windsordemocrats.org
8499 Old Redwood Hwy, Windsor

Rick Massell, President,
707-838-7107
rickm@sonic.net

facebook

Wine Country Young
Democrats

Meets 2nd Mondays, 6:00 PM
Website: winecountryyoungdems.com Contact club for information.
facebook

SRJC Democratic Club

Rocio Rodriguez, President,
winecountryyoungdemocrats
@gmail.com

Meets Wednesdays, Noon
Room 4643 Ctr for Student LeaderNew Contact Information to come.
ship, Bertolini Hall, Santa Rosa
Campus
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