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August 26th Virtual Meeting at 7 pm
Guest Speaker, Congressman Mike Thompson

M

ike Thompson represents California Congressional
District 5 which encompasses all of Napa, and parts
of Contra Costa, Lake, Solano, and Sonoma Counties.
He was elected to Congress in 1998. Prior to that he
served in the California State Senate where he chaired the Budget
Committee. Congressman Thompson currently is a member of the
Ways and Means Committee, and chairs the Select Revenue
Measures Subcommittee which focuses on creating a simpler tax
code that provides great financial opportunity.
After the Sandy Hook shooting, he was named Chair of the House Gun
Violence Prevention Task Force. His bipartisan bill, HR8, passed the House in
2019. This legislation would have expanded background checks to cover all sales
and represented the first major House vote on gun violence prevention legislation
in 25 years. It has stalled in the Senate. There will be time for questions and
answers.
If using Zoom, please use link to attend the August 26th meeting. Sign in will start at 6:30
pm.

https://zoom.us/j/96652440463
If you prefer, you may also call in at the number listed here:
+1669-900-9128. After connection, you will be asked enter the meeting ID 98820637237
followed by the # sign.
If you have not been on a ZOOM meeting previously, here is a link with instructions. There is
a brief video as well as written explanations including how to download Zoom to your
computer, laptop, tablet, or phone.
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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August 2020:

Join the Santa Rosa
Democratic Club Today!

Business Meeting...
Program Schedule:
 Caroline Banuelos, Santa Rosa Junior College, Santa
Rosa Area Trustee
 Mariana Martinez, Incumbent & Candidate, Santa
Rosa Junior College, Santa Rosa Area Trustee
 Election of Member-at-Large Alternate
 Congressman Mike Thompson

 Individuals — $20 year
 Families — $30 year
 Renewal
 New Member(s)
You must be a registered Democrat to join.

 Mail this form with your check to:

Dues for 2020:
Membership dues: $20 Individuals; $30 Family.
Next Meeting
Santa Rosa Democratic Club
September 23, 2020
Review of State Propositions.
SCDP Headquarters
635 Fifth St., Santa Rosa 95404
707
707--575
575--3029

SRDC, P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
Name(s): ___________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City:______________________, CA Zip:_________
Phone: ________________ Cell: ________________
Email: _______________________________________

Biden/Harris Lawn Signs will be available at SCDP
Headquarters. Suggested donation of $10, pickup or
deliver (request a $5 donation to deliver). Call 575
575-3029, leave name, phone number and number of signs.

 Yes! I would like to be added to your newsletter
email list. [You will receive 2 to 3 emails per month and we
do not EVER share your contact information with anyone!]

SRDC Leadership and Club Information
The Santa Rosa Democratic Club Executive Board meets the1st Thursday of every month, 6-8 pm,
Current Location: Meetings are held via Zoom. Contact the Editor if you wish to attend.

Members are always welcome at Executive Board meetings and are encouraged to attend!
General Membership dinner meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of January, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, and October; and on the 2nd Wednesday of December. There are no general
membership meetings in February and November, however, the Executive Board meets every month.
Contact us: Mailing Address: P.O. Box 32, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 Phone: 707-583-2350 Email: info@democlub.org
Website: http://democlub.org
RSVP for dinner: http://democlub.org/rsvp Facebook: facebook.com/SRDemClub/
Twitter: @SantaRosaDemClub
For questions about the newsletter or to submit items, send emails to: janetdreynolds@yahoo.com.
You may leave messages for any member of the leadership team at the club’s email address or phone number listed above.
They will be forwarded to the appropriate person.

2019-2020 Officers:

Sandy Reynolds, President
Alix Shor, 1st Vice President, Programs
David Cahill, 2nd Vice President, Membership
Janet Reynolds, Communications Vice President
Deb Olcott, Treasurer
Jim Neary, Secretary

Members-At-Large
Eileen Bill
Diane Brooks
Linda Graves
Nanci Hoban

At-Large Alternates;
Ginger Kelly
Vacant

Our Intrepid Volunteers:
Jean Erbland, Sam Krahn, & Mary Stuart, Bar Servers
Gregg Jann, Bar Change
Sabra Briere, Website Maintenance
Clio Tarazi, Social Media Coordinator

Kitchen:
Jeanne & Nicky Rutkowski, Chefs
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SRDC Club News

J uly meeting
Club President, Sandy
Reynolds welcomed all to the
Santa Rosa Democratic Club,
and thanked all joining us on
Zoom. She noted that while we
miss meeting in person…we’re
doing what we need to do to
keep each other safe.
We will continue to hold our meetings each month,
the 4th Wednesday of the month on Zoom as long as
necessary. We hope you will all join us next month
on August 26th.
Last week we lost a hero, an icon, John Lewis. He
was the best of us, a leader of civil rights, and a true
hero. More than just the conscience of Congress, he
was the conscience of America. He always stood for
what was right, no matter the cost. During last year’s
impeachment hearings, Congressman Lewis said,
“When you see something that is not right, not
just, not fair, you have a moral obligation to say
something, to do something.” Congressman Lewis
embodied that statement every day of his life, and
we must do the same.
The Right to Vote was a top priority for
Congressman Lewis. The focus of our work, as a
club and the Sonoma County Democratic Party
which includes writing postcards, texting, phone
banking, and hopefully canvassing and leaving door
hangers … is to get people to VOTE.
Your continued participation is needed! There are
multiple opportunities for participation through our
Sonoma County Democratic Party. Please see page 5
for information and to sign up.
All elections have consequences. It matters who
we vote for including our locations elections for City
Council and School Boards. As we did last month
we will present 2 Santa Rosa area candidates each
month to introduction themselves to you.
Tonight, I am pleased to introduce Jorge
Inocencio and Gina Cuclis. I am honored to
introduce Iliana Madrigal-Hooper, the recipient of
Santa Rosa Democratic Club’s Elizabeth Basile
Educational Scholarship for $500 as she begins a
masters program at University of San Francisco.

Jorge Inocencio, a candidates for Santa Rosa City
Council, District 1 noted he
is a 1st Generation American and a product of Roseland, Santa Rosa public
schools, Santa Rosa Junior
College, and a graduate of Sonoma State University
with a degree in Electrical Engineering.
He is running in this brand new district to represent
the people of this district, and believes all elected
boards need to have full representation. He is
running on issues of equity which means you have
the same access in places and in services. He wants
to promote equity, support housing, & increase
investment in infrastructure. Inocencio noted he
will work to address chronic homelessness. There is
a Call to Action on his Facebook & Instagram
pages. Visit his website at
https://jorgeinocencio.com/ . Jorge is a member of
Santa Rosa Democratic Club.
Gina Cuclis, incumbent
candidate for Sonoma County Board of Education, Area
1 Trustee, noted she is currently the VP of SCOE and
is slated to be President in
January 2021.
She is running for a third term to continue the
work she has begun including being involved at
the state level where she serves on the Climate
Change Task Force and a Delegate to the Assembly of the California School Board Association.
Cuclis noted the SCOE works in the K-12 space as
liaisons to the school districts in her area. In addition, the Board specifically provides education for
expelled and incarcerated youth working to get
them back into their district schools and graduate.
Cuclis also noted that SCOE is looking at building
workforce housing for teachers, administrators
and staff. Gina is a member of the Sonoma Valley
Democratic Club, and previously served on the
Sonoma County Democratic Central Committee as
a member and officer. Visit her website at
http://www.ginacuclis.com/ .
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SRDC Club News continued
What do we need to do to get an antibody test?
Gorin noted that antibody tests are not readily
Alix Shor, 1st Vice President
available, and what we do have are being rationed,
(responsible for club programs)
principally being done on essential workers. At this
introduced our speaker for
the evening, Sonoma County
time we are seeing a very low percentage of our
Supervisor Susan Gorin, District 1 population with antibodies.
who was re-elected to her 3rd Term
Will you be bringing the sick leave ordinance as
in March.
an emergency ordinance? Gorin responded yes,
Susan Gorin, the current
and that this is needed now. Asked any of us who
Chair of the Sonoma County
have connections to the business community,
Board of Supervisors.
please let them know this is important.
Thankfully, the Board is
experienced in dealing with
What is happening about the PG&E settlement?
disasters. Since she has been
Gorin noted the Board will be having a discussion
on the Board, there have been
about potential expenditures on August 11th.
two major fires, floods,
Would you be in favor of duplicating the success
droughts, and now COVID-19.
of Los Guilicos elsewhere in the community?
At the beginning of the year, the Board declared an
Gorin reported that it would be difficult to duplicate
emergency crisis on homelessness, and then COVID this model is other areas of the county. It is
happened. It is expected the Board will be working
expensive and isolated including paying for for
virtually for some time, and is functioning far more
hourly shuttles and 24/7 security. Working to
easily than anticipated.
Focusing on climate change, the County Board is understand how to duplicate the good part of it, and
ensure it is affordable and provides opportunity for
working in tandem with the Regional Climate
Protection Authority as to what we can do to move the permanent housing.
What is the Office of Equity? Gorin noted that we
needle on climate change. Homelessness, COVIDhave many underrepresented and unrepresented in
19, and climate change are just a brief snapshot of
our community. Board earlier identified five pillars,
things coming to the Board in the next couple of
one being equity, and it is past time to elevate this.
weeks.
Want to promote equity and social justice issues.
North Bay Labor Council has asked the Board to
Can you clarify the Supervisors support of
consider a sick leave ordinance that would require
IOLERO? The Board is currently split at the
Sonoma County employers to offer 14 days of sick
leave. The Board will consider this. Gorin reported
moment. Recognize the need to have a serious
the Board is working on a rental eviction ordinance conversation on the use of force. The cost of
with many groups suggesting variations that we will placing the ordinance on the ballot is significant.
consider. Looking at how to strengthen IOLERO
(Noted that this will be on the 11/03 ballot.)
especially with what has happened in our community What are the roadblocks in working with the
with violence and use of force. Board established the City of Santa Rosa and County regarding the
Office of Equity and appointed Allegria De La
homeless issue? County staff is outreaching to the
Cruz as head. Gorin discussed the budget noting that City to work with us to open up a shelter for 40
each dept has been asked to cut budgets by 10%.
pallet homes at the Fairground.
Expect to review budget in early Sept. Working to
Where do we go in an emergency event? Gorin
ensure the funds received from PG&E for the 2017
noted that the big buildings at the Fairgrounds and
fire ($147 million to $149 million) are spent carefully
and appropriately. Lastly, she reported that the Board the Veterans Memorial Building will be kept
available for emergencies.
will consider enforcement mechanism tools to
How do long term providers (IHSS) fit in as
educate and enforce the message we are in this
together, and we must work together to ensure we are essential workers? They are considered essential
workers, and the county is currently in contract
all safe from this virus.
negotiations.
Questions followed ...
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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SCDP Volunteer Activities

What’s happening through our Headquarters and what can you sign up for …

https://tinyurl.com/yc66d3k4
Sign up for the following activities can be accessed through the above link.
Linda Hemenway, Text Bank Coordinator, is hosting text banks every Tuesday from 9:00 am to 11:00
am. For newbies to texting, training is done at 9 am on Zoom. Once training has been completed, beginners
begin to text while Linda stays on Zoom to assist anyone with issues, questions, or anything that may come
up. Experienced texters can sign-in at 9:30 am and begin to text with the beginners. All texting is done via a
computer, laptop, tablet so you don’t have to use your own cell phone.
Inga Aksamit, Text Bank Coordinator, is hosting text banks every Saturday from 10 am to 12 noon. This
text bank will focus primarily on the Presidential Election. You can sign up as a beginner or experienced
texter. You will receive information during the week that will require you to attend specific training with the
Biden campaign so that you can begin texting on Saturday. All texting is done via computer, laptop, tablet so
you don’t have to use your own cell phone.
Postcard Project in support of the Schools and Community First Act—Proposition 15 will begin the
week of August 17th. We have over 10,000+ postcards to send out to Sonoma County Voters. Postcard
writers can pick up postcards through Becky Montgomery, Postcard Coordinator, by emailing her at
beckymont@gmail.com or pick up at the SCDP Office, 635 Fifth Street, downtown Santa Rosa, 707-5753029. You must sign up at Sign Up Genius if you pick up from the SCDP Office (see link). The postcards will
be partially pre-printed with a short script and your signature to be handwritten. Packets are available at 50
postcards each (50 because it is pre-printed).
Phone Banks are available through the California Democratic Party Coordinated Campaign for out of district
and out of state campaigns. These campaigns are for those candidates who need our help in order to return to
Congress or to be elected to Congress.
Check the link out —

https://tinyurl.com/yc66d3k4
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SRDC’s Elizabeth Basile Educational
Scholarship Award and Upcoming Events
Iliana Madrigal-Hooper was awarded Santa Rosa Democratic Club’s Elizabeth
Basile Educational Scholarship of $500. Iliana thanked the Club for this
scholarship, and shared the exciting news that she has been accepted to the Urban
and Public Affairs Master’s Program at USF. As a first generation MexicanAmerican and former ESL student, she can’t describe the joy this brings, and
cannot wait to start classes this fall. She described the difficulties she faced in her
educational process which taught her the value of public affairs. She believes that
more people of color are important to help others with the inflexibility of the US educational system. She
chose this Master’s program because she believes in the value of public affairs as a transformative tool in the
process of informing and communicating policy. Iliana wants to engage the community using the education
and skills she will learn. She has received nothing but encouragement from all as she begins this program.


Thursday, August 20th, 5:30-6:30 pm, Voting & Census Facts with Deva Marie Proto,
Sonoma County Registrar of Voters & Vince Harper, Community Engagement Director,
Community Action Partnership Sonoma County

Program: Deva Marie Proto and Vince Harper will be discussing the facts you need to know for voting in the
2020 election and the importance of the 2020 US Census. Moderate by Leslie Graves of Sonoma County’s
2020 Women’s Suffrage Project.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85633670311


Sunday, August 23rd, 3 pm, Presentation of A Voice of Her Own, Celebration of the 100th
Anniversary of the 19th Amendment. This presentation was first performed at the Santa Rosa

Democratic Club’s July 2019 meeting, and has been updated with inclusive information. Written, directed, and
narrated by Bill Trzeciak, and performed by Shirley Bennett, Nanci Hoban, Jacqueline Lawrence, Bill
Montgomery, Millie Olson, and Lee Pierce with technical assistance of Leslie Graves. Sponsored by the 2020
Women’s Suffrage Project of Sonoma County. Please click the link below to join on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81849036114?pwd=ci92NUtlSmViWVhFMk9qbGZ1cGNZZz09


Monday, August 24th, 5:30 pm, Jackie Elward, Candidate Rohnert Park City Council,
District 4, Skylaer Palacios, Candidate Healdsburg City Council, and Natalie Rogers,
Candidate for Santa Rosa City Council, District 7
Program: A discussion about their motivation to run for public office, how they are getting out the vote, and
what they want to accomplish once they are elected. Moderated by Leslie Graves of Sonoma County’s 2020
Women’s Suffrage Project.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8253564071


Monday, August 24th, 6:30 pm, Sonoma Valley Democrats Monthly Meeting
th
Program: State Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, 4 District – providing an update of
what is happening in Assembly District 4 followed by questions and answers.
Location: Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85215097931?
pwd=ZllOYXRIN0RmajdpZ2l5d0JqYkc5QT09
OR: Dial +1 669-900-9128 (San Jose), enter Meeting ID 852 1509 7931, passcode 471071.
SRDC Mission Statement: to educate members & encourage participation in the democratic process and in the Democratic Party.
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Election for Member-at-Large Alternate: The Santa Rosa Democratic Club will be holding
an election at our August 26th meeting for a Member-at-Large Alternate position. Currently,
Dawn Davis is the only candidate to volunteer for this position.
As was stated in the July edition of the Donkey Tale, long time member, Terry Bell, who has
sserved on our Executive Board for a number of years, stepped down from her position. We
asked for anyone interested in the Alternate position to Contact Sandy Reynolds. One person,
Dawn Davis, has volunteered.
Several months ago, we asked for a qualified volunteer to step up to take the Treasurer position at the end of the year when Deb Olcott steps down. Dawn volunteered at that time, given
her experience in that field, to take on that position when Deb leaves. Dawns sees the Alternate position as giving her an opportunity to be part of our Board before she is on the ballot
for Treasurer (for members to vote on in December), when all Board positions will be voted
on. However, if there is anyone else interested in the alternate position to serve out the next
few months, please email Sandy Reynolds at sreynolds48@yahoo.com. Thank you.

SCDP FUNdraiser!
You’re invited to our first ever DemoPalooza
Sunday, August 30th from 3-5 pm on Facebook
Live and livestreamed on YouTube. It’s a music
festival and political rally in one rousing
FUNdraiser!
Hosted by Steve Jaxon on KSRO’s The Drive, it
features some serious musical talent nationally,
some of the artists and bands we’ve lined up are
Mr December, Burnside, and Gabriel Wheaton,
with more to come. We’ll hear from our political rock stars as well, including Congressmen Mike Thompson and Jared Huffman, state legislators Cecilia AguiarCurry, Bill Dodd and Mike McGuire, and Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis.
Please consider donating whatever you can to keep our work going. Normally we
host a summer BBQ to raise funds, but this is anything but a normal summer. Your
donation will help us help the county, the state and the country by electing Democrats at a time when we need them the most.* And, you’ll get the chance to win
goodies from Democratic SWAG to unique local wines and brews. Click on this link
to our special Facebook page for frequent updates. We’ll see you on August 30th!
DemoPalooza
Facebook
DemoPaloozaon
Facebook
Page
*A small portion of the funds raised will go to the musicians themselves. During Covid 19, many have not
*A small portion of the funds raised will go to the musicians themselves. During Covid-19, many have not been able to find
been
to want
find to
work,
want
to show
them
some
support. After
all,great
music
and
work,able
and we
showand
themwe
some
support.
After all,
music
and Democrats
are both
causes
. Democrats are
both great causes.
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Executive Board & Treasurer ’s Reports
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT:
The Board wrote 2 letters of support to the
Board of Supervisors: #1 Add the IOLERO
ordinance to the Nov. 3rd ballot; #2 In favor
of granting paid sick leave for health care
workers. Both were successful.
David Cahill, our Membership Vice
President, reports that we now have 169 paid
members (as of 7/31), and 360 volunteers in
our database.
Nanci Hoban continues to manage postcard
writing for interested SRDC members. If you
are interested, please contact her at
nfhoban@gmail.com. It is noted that Eileen
Bill, Sandy Reynolds, Linda Graves, Ginger
Kelly, and Deb Olcott all write postcards.
Eileen Bill reports that the Homeless Action
group is still looking for a new safe parking
location. The safe parking location closed on
July 6th. People utilizing this space would
come to a new location if one can be found.
Eileen also reported that the people being
housed at SSU are no longer there. Some
have moved to various other locations. She
noted that the Astro Motel moved 30 to 40
people there.
Linda Graves is engaged with CARA and
they are looking for volunteers to directly
benefit Sonoma County by calling 20-25
seniors. The purpose of the calls are to
introduce themselves and begin to explain
about CARA and Prop 15 Schools and
Communities First. You are asked to call
each person 3 times, first to explain CARA
and Prop 15. The second to share that how
our county will benefit, and the third to
contact after the ballots have been mailed
just to ensure the voter is able to follow
through in the voting procees. Contact Linda
at skindylindy@comcast.net for more
information and to sign up to make calls.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
From Treasurer Deb Olcott
July 2020 Report:
Balances as of 6/30/2020:
Checking
Savings (Scholarship Fund)
Total SRDC Monies

$4,751.14
$1,971.86
$6,723.00

Income (Checking Acct):
Membership Dues
Donations*

$ 200.00
$ 10.00

Total July Income

$ 210.00

Expenses:
Office Expense
Refund duplicate membership
Postcards & Postage (postcarding)
Total July Expenses

$ 64.35
$ 20.00
$ 322.00
$ 406.35

Scholarship Award

$ 500.00

Net Increase (Decrease)

$ (696.35)

Balances as of 7/31/2020:
Checking
Savings (Scholarship Fund)
Total SRDC Monies

$4,554.79
$1.471.86
$6,026.65

Notes:
*$5 meeting donation from Guy Conner and Leslie
Graves. Thank you!
* Office expenses include postage and web design
for 5/18/2020-8/19/2020.
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Advertise in the
Donkey Tale!
Members of SRDC may advertise in the Donkey
Tale. All ads must be camera-ready art, business
card size (3.5‖x 2‖).

1 month: $20
5 months: $70

Contribution for Santa Rosa Democratic
Club Zoom Meetings
We are thankful to all of you folks who sent in your
2020 dues over this past month! We are hopeful that
those of you who have not yet renewed will do so this
month. 2020 is a major year involving one of the most
important elections we have every faced.
Due to our club’s desire to participate in postcard
writing to ―red‖ states as well as maintaining our
precarious ―blue‖ flipped seats in 2018, our costs have
increased because of the number of people who want
to write postcards. Postcards and postage cost about
$300 a month … more when we purchase more … the
need is great to contact these voters!
We are reaching out to all of you who might be
willing to donate $5 a month for our monthly meetings
on Zoom. We are working on a way to do it
electronically, but until then if you want to make a
donation, please send a check payable to SRDC, and
mailed to Santa Rosa Democratic Club, P.O. Box 32,
Santa Rosa, CA 95402.
Thank you to Leslie Graves and Guy Conner for
donating last month.
and
Thank you for your kind consideration.

Rates:

3 months: $45
10 months: $120

If you are interested, please contact
Janet D. Reynolds, editor, at:
janetdreynolds@yahoo.com
Please note: the Santa Rosa Democratic Club does
not in any way vouch for the services offered.
Consumer awareness is the personal responsibility
of each person.
Payment in advance is required and must be
received no later than the 10th day of the first
month ad is to start running.

Purchase your Rally Signs and
T-shirts at our club meetings!

Rally
Signs: $3 each
T-shirts: $15 each
(Only small Women's’
are available & Men's
styles available)
We will be ordering more women’s T-shirts
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